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Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of” 
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Religion, and tree — be thought 
Chriſtians; I found him peruſing a Bonk, 
the Title of which is a Account 
of the Nature and End of the Logn's- 
SurrrR. He ſeem'd to be extremly 
1 with the Performance, and. re- 
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commended it to me as the beſt Treatiſe 


on that Subject that he had ever ſeen. - I 
took it home with me, and read it over 
with Attention; but perceived that it cou'd - 
no otherwiſe be called a plain Account, 
than as the generality of Quakers may 
be called plain Men. It is true there is 


a ſuperficial Simplicity, a plainneſs of 1 


Dreſs and Language; but in the Matter 
and Tendency of the Book there is a 
world of Cunning, Ambiguity, and Diſ- 
ſimulation. I likewiſe ſoon perceived 
my Friend's Reaſon for approving ſo 
highly of it. He is one of your eaſy 
Men, who is ſatisfied to profeſs and 
practice juſt ſo much of Religion as 
will not be troubleſome to him, nor 
thwart either his Intereſt or Recreation. 
Now nothing could be more exactly a- 
dapted to his Purpoſe, than this plain Ac- 


count, as the Author figuratively enti- 


tles it; becauſe, according to the Pro- 


miſe it makes it's Reader in the Preface, 


it repreſents the Duty of receiving this 
Sacrament in ſuch a Manner, that there 
is no body ſo indolent, ſo luke-warm, 


nor 1dneed ſo profligate in his Life and 


Con- 
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Converſation, but may ſafely Communi- 
cate at any time. Nay, and for the 
greater eaſe and convenience of all Per- 
ſons indiſpoſed to ſtriftneſs of Principle 
or Practice, or weary of attending at 
Church, or perhaps diſguſted at the Par- 
ſon, the Laity, for any thing I can fee in 
this Book to the contrary,may Conſecrate 
and receive this Sacrament any where, 
any time, or in any manner, they 
Pele,” © 45 | | 

I may fafely ſay that there never was 
a Book more likely to Pleaſe, nor leſs 
likely to Reform, the preſent Times, 
There were two Ordinances that, till 
Thirty or Forty Years ago, did jointly 
contribute to keep Religion alive among 
us, namely, the Sabbath and the Sacra- 


ment of the Lord's-Supper. People of 


any tollerable Faſhion have quite got 
over the Sabbath. I mean as to the In- 
tention of it's Inſtitution, and have con- 
verted it into a mere Day of Pleaſure, 


The Euchariſt has kept it's ground lon- 


ger, and preſerved ſome ſhare of the 
Reſpect that is due to an Inftitution fo 
ſacred and ſo neceſſary, even in ſpite of 

all 
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"a Lene ar and i Diſregard with which 
the Ordinances of Relig ion have been 


| 9 2 treated of late. But this Bock, if Pro- 


vidence doth not prevent, and it's own 


 - Impiety and Abſurdity ſubvert it's evil 
Effects, may ſoon relax the little Reli- 


- ..___ Lious Strictneſs, and quench the laſt 
M * of Chriſtian Zeal that i lt among 


| wrt know not what part of the Warld 
it's Author Lives in ; but by the ten- 


deency and deſign of his Book one EN 


imagine he had always lived in the midſt 
of a People who were inclinable to carry 
Religion to extremes, and lay too Scru- 
pulous a Streſs on the Obſervation of 


_ it's Ordinances. I am ſure my Country- 


ment 


men need no Preſervatives again exceſ- 
ſes of this kind. In receiving the Sacra- 
iculacly, unleſs my Obſervati- 
on fail me very much, there ſeems to be 
ſuch a lack of Ardour and picty as may 
make it needleſs to diſuade us from the 
ſmall Degrees of Reverence and Care 
that are ſtill employed about this impor- 
tant Inſtitution. It wou'd be neer 2 
whit more abſurd to diſſuade an inve- 

terate 
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terate Miſer from prodigality, or earneſt- 


2 hg exhort a-Spend-thrift to be Profuſe. 
The Author of this Book muſt certainly 
have had the Propagation of Irreligion 
and Vice prodigiouſly at Heart; and yet 
tho" no Principles can tend more ſtrong- 
by t6 his Purpoſe than his own, I think 
he has loft his: Labour in a good Mea- 


| fare, fince it is: evident that what he 


Preaches, has been for ſome time gene- 
rally practiſed. Where is the need of 
finking this Sacrament ſtill lower in the 
efteem-of the World, when ſo little re- 
vard*is' ſhewn to it already? To what 
putpoſe is it to ſhew us the Folly of De- 
votion on this Occaſion, even ſuppoſing 
our Devotion were never ſo Supererroga- 
tory, fince we are no way diſpoſed to be 
Devout? His Book contains a parcel 
of © M-timed Errors, in aſmuch as it 
has d the moſt pernicious Practice 

to Theory, and furniſh'd it with pretend- 
ed Principles, at a Time when there is 
no ſeraple made of the Practice without 
any Pretences whatſoever. I can't. for 
my Life imagine what his end in pub- 
bfhing ſuch a Performance cou d be, un- 
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leſs it vas to get himſelf a Name of ſome 
fort.or other, by writing in direct Op- 
poſition to the Spirit and Intention of all 
Chriſtian Writers from Mes down to 
the preſent Times. 
Next to the Wickedneſs and Folly of 
it's Author is the Malice of thoſe — 
wou'd make us think it the Work of ſo 
reat and excellent a Man as the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter. What a Scandalous and 
Uncharitable Age is this that-can aſcribe 
ſuch a Work of : Darkneſs to an Apoſto- 
lical Meſſenger of Light! To a Biſhop ! 
To a Servant and Succeſſor of our Savi- 
our! How is it poſſible that one who 
ſubſcribes our Articles, who engages to 
inculcate our Catechiſm, to Adminiſter 
the Church according to our Canons, and 
the Sacrament according to our Rubrick, 
ſhou'd write one Sentence of ſuch a Book? 
It is impoſſible he ſhou'd vindicate his 
Conduct in ſo doing to his Conſcience by 
pleading the ſuperior Authority of Scri 
ture in favour of his Principles, ſince be 
holds his Biſhoprick by ſubſcribing to the 
Conſonancy between the Holy Scriptures 
and the very Reverſe of this Author's 
Dectrine, 


4 0 TT 


Docttine, as ſet. forth in our Rubrick, 
Articles, and Homiles? Far be it from 


me, therefore to join in ſuch a 2 ä 


leß and Uncharitable imputation, 

imputation that would fix one of the 
worſt Books that ever was wrote on one 
of the beſt: Biſhops that. ever adorned 
ours or any other Church, a Biſhop fo 
learned and- judicious, a Biſhop ſo ſin- 
cere and ingenious, a Biſhop ſo ſound 


andi Orthodox, a Biſhop: in ſhort ſo 


pious, ſo re leat with the greateſt Abili- 
ties and the higheſt Virtues, ſo inſpired, 

ſo fired, fo altnoſ conſumed with Chrif- 
tian Zeal. 

-It was to do Juſtice to the Character of 
this diſtinguiſh'd Prelate, that I un- 
dertook to write and publiſh this little 
5 in which my de is to point out 

of thoſe notorious Errors, and p 
nicious Principles that are ſo inco 
with the ſhort fketch I have 


qi 
given of 


the Biſhop's Character, in which I have: 


imitated the Sincerity, and ſpoke with 
the ſame love of Truth that a 
all the Actions and Writings this i in- 
2 Fathet ” our Church. | 
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Io proceed then, as his Lordſhip is 
indiſputably the moſt learned, judicious, 
and pious Prelate that ever was (as for 
the preſent Times I have nothingto fay 
to _ ever will be, it is by no means 
to be ſuppoſed he could have run into 
the abſurd and irreligious Doctrines on 
which this Book is founded, which 
Doctrines I ſhall lay before the Reader 
in a few Propoſitions and direct him to 
the Pages in the plain Account where 
they may be found. | 
But before I proceed to this, it will be 
neceſſary to premiſe, that the Author re- 
commends his Book to the World, not 
only as a plain, but alſo as a full Ac- 
count of the Lord's-Supper. He tells us 
that he has explained every Paſlage 
that is to be found in Holy Scripture 
relating to this Inſtitution; and that 
if any one ſhall take upon him to have 
other Notions of, or form higher ex- 
pectations from it than thoſe Paſſages of 
Scripture, under the Diſcipline of his 
Explication, ſet forth, he muſt be guilty 
of Sin and Preſumption. If therefore 
he ſhall be entirely ſilent about any 
oe | received 


received Notion in Relation to this Sa- 
crament, we are to conclude that he is 
ſo for no other Reaſon, but becauſe he 
takes it to be a Notion not warranted by 
Scripture. Now as he has made no men- 


tion of conſecrating the Elemetns, let 


the firſt Propoſition be. 7 35 

I. That conſecration, as practiſed by 
ours, or any other Church, is without 
ſcriptural Precept or Example, and an 
Addition to the Inſtitution of thoſe * who 
* alone had any Authority to declare the 
© Nature of it. 

It is true our Author has not any 
where, that I Remember, mentioned 
the word Conſecration except in Page 
121, but without often uſing the Term, 
which might have given offence, he has 
ſtruck at the thing, as may be ſeen in 
Page the 1175 &c. where he Endea- 
vours to give ſuch a Senſe to that Word 
on which he ſuppoſes the Notion of 
Conſecration to be founded, as may re- 
move all Foundation for ſuch a Practice. 


Whether he has rightly explain'd the 


word jva-yioz5 or not, perhaps the Reader 
will be better able to Judge when he 
B 2 _ conſiders 


conſiders that he wou'd have the Senſe 
of that Word, which is uſed by two of 
the Evangeliſts determined. by 2 
that is uſed only by one; that his Reaſon 
for this | — cov isbecauſe.St. Paul 
makes uſe of the latter upon the ſame 
Occaſion ; and that it is applied by-all 
the four to the Cup, which . muſt be 
wy poſed to be bleſſed, if at all, in no 
er Senſe than the Breed, But if St. 
Paul may be allowed to bo as good an 
Interpreter of his own Meaning as of 
St. Matthew's, or of St. Marks, then he 
may be underſtood to mean a Blefling 
when he ſays z xv in the fame Sens 
that our In terpreters haye put upon das 
vices in St. Matthew; becauſt in the — 
of his firſt Epiſtle to the Coriatbiant and 
at the 16th. Verſe. he applies the ſame 
Word (viæ. an) to e Cup in ſuch 
a Manner that it is impoſſible for even 
this Author, with any ſhew.of Senſe or 
Reaſon, to apply it to any thing elſe. His 
Words are, 2d roTyp!0n: rug N ονονσ⁊? 5 5 
I will only obſerve Two or. Three things 
on theſe Words. The firſt. is. that ,ro7ypur 
1s the Antecedent to 5' and that conſe- 
a * 
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ter is 


quently whatſoever is apply'd to the lat- 
thereby applied to the Former. 


The Second ĩsthat aua yꝰ being here ap- 
plied to arνν Cannot ſignify, we give 
thanks, and therefore muſt ſignify We 
Bleſs or Conſecrate. The third is, that 
it cannot ſignify, as our Author wreſts 
it, over which we Pronounce good 


Words of Praiſe, becauſe then the 


Words would have been ure: or , or 
at leaſt u indvive-.. The: laſt 
thing I ſhall obſerve upon the Words 
is, that, e is the firſt perſon Plural 
of the preſent Tenſe, from which I con- 
elude that St. Paul and others his Con- 
temporaries did after our Saviour s Death 
actually Bleſs thę Cup, and if the Cup, 


by our Author's own: Way of Neaſon- 
ing, the Bread alſo. The Word being 
applied in this Place to the Cup, may 

14 


ſhew us that the ſame Word 


bly intended to be applied to the Bread 
The 
Rules of Gtammar will lead us a Step 


in St. Matthew and St. Mark. 


further in this Probability. The Par- 
ticiple of an Active Verb, without an 
Accuſiative Caſe after it ſelf, agreeing 
| with 


with the Nominative Caſe to another 


Verb is applied as a Tranſitive to the 
Accuſative Caſe of that other Verb; 
as for Example in this very word Ge- 
nefis the is and 17th according to 
the Septuagint. wane νẽ] co. Here ci 
is the Accuſative Caſe to tary, as well 
as u ir. The Author inſinuates that 
our Tranſlators were Conſcious to them- 
ſelves that they had put in the Particle 
it after evazcze in St. Matthew's Goſpel 
without Warrant, and therefore omitted 
it in St. Mark's. But in this he Deals ve- 
ry diſingenuouſly by them, becauſe tho' 
they have not put in the Particle it in 
St. Mark's Goſpel, yet they have Ren- 
dered it in the ſame Senſe as if they had, 
as may be ſeen by any candid Reader; 
the Words are, and Jeſus took Bread, 
and Bleſſed, and Brake it, here the Co- 
pulative and applys all ' the Verbs to 
— Accuſative Caſe governed by the 

firſt. | 
The candid Reader will probably agree 
with me that this Author has not ſuffi- 
ciently invalidated the —_— of Con- 
ſecration, by his Manner of interpre- 
2 ting 


ing 


ting this word of Scripture, even ſuppoſe- 
ing there was nothing elſe in the New 
Teſtament to countenance it; but it is 
not on this word chiefly that the notion 
or practiſe of Conſecration is Founded. 
At leaſt our Church has not thought ſo, 
as appears by the directions given in the 
Rubrick to the Miniſter, to apply his 
Hands to the Bread at the wok Brake, 
and this is my Body; and to the Cup, 
at the words, this is my Blood. And 
that theſe are the proper Words for that 
purpoſe, willappear to any one who con- 


ſiders that they are the very Words of 


Conſecration uſed by our Saviour. The 
Bread was not his Body, tho' he had 
given Thanks or Bleſſed it, till he af- 
firm'd it to be ſo; nor the Cup hisBlood, 
till he call'd it by that Name. 
thoſe Words that he ſet a 


part and Ap- 


propriated the Elements to the ends and 
Our Author 


uſes of the Sacrament. 
ſhou'd therefore have found out ſome 
ingenious method of proving that the In- 
ſtitution of this Sacrament, and the A 


propriation of Bread and Wine to the 
remembrance of our Saviour's Death are 
not. 
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I make no queſtion: but he wou'd have 
ſhewn dbundance of earning on this very 
Point, if he had been aware of it. But 
he has attacked Conſecra tion, juſt as 
Miciut Scevola, in a bettet cauſe, did the 
Kingi of Etruria. He has aim'd his 
blow at the vrrong place, and offer d Vio- 
lence, if not committed Murther on a 
Wordd of leſs Importance in the preſent 
Controverſy, than he imagin d. 

Before our Saviour inſtituted this ga- 
crament, Bread and Wine were no more 
the ; Repreſentatives of his Body and 
Blood, than any other Materials, but 
were made ſo intirely by his appoint- 
ment; fince which the Elements for this 
purpoſe muſt be no other than Bread 
and Wine. However, all Bread and 
Wine were not confecrated by this In- 
ſtitution, for then it had been a Deſecra- 
tion to have uſed. them at a common 
Meal, or on any other occaſion. If all 


not contained in the aforeſaid Words. 


therefore was not Conſecrated, it followys 
that none was actually Conſecrated, but 
What was then on the Table before our 
Saviour; ſo that ĩt is neceſſary — 
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cration of the ſame nature ſhou'd ſtill be 
uſed in order to reſtrain that to an holy 


uſe, which is left at large for all uſes, 2 


our Saviour's Conſecration. But our 
Author will ay, the receiving Bread and 
Wine in remembrance of our Saviour, 
isa fufficient and effectual Conſecration. 
If that were the Caſe, e. cou'd the 
Carint hiaus prophane the Sacrament, 

hage they did not apply itto the memory 
o our Saviour, but eat it as a common 
Meal. Without ſuch an Application, 
according to our Author, there can be 
no Sacrament, and conſequently no pro- 
phanation, becauſe the Bread and Wine 
are {til common and Unconſecrated. 


Reaſoning, poſſibly oocaſion any 
phanation ; becauſe the taking ig 
and Wine in remembrance of Chriſt, be- 

ing according to him the only Conſecra- 
puny He that takes them in order to qua- 
lify himſelf for a beneficial Poſt, takes 
them Uncgnſecrated, and conſequently 
cannot be guilty of a Prophanation. 1 
is for this — that I cannat ſuppoſe 
the Biſhop of e cqu d have 22 


Neither can the Tef-A#, by his 1 0 of - 
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the Author of this Book, becauſe his 


Lordſhip, If I remember right, in his 


incomparable Performances, againſt the 


| Teft-A#, ſhews that Law to be a Profa- 
nation of the Holy Sacrament to world- 


ly Uſes, which it never could be, unleſs 
the Elements were ſuppoſed to be ſepa- 
rated and dedicated to a facred Uſe be- 
fore. But this Author will haveit, that 
they are never ſo dedicated, but when 
they are taken inRemembrance of Chriſt, 
ſo that he who takes them with any o- 
ther view or intention, does not receive 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper at 
all, becauſe he Eats and Drinks not in 
commemoration of Chriſt, but for his 
own Promotion, and therefore does no 


more than he who feeds on Bread and 


Wine for his Nouriſhment. 

The next Doctrine I ſhall take notice 
of in this Writer, is that which. relates 
to the end of the Lord's Supper. If the 
Reader will pleaſe to lay Propoſition the 
3th” of our Author, and all the Pages 
from 153 to the end of the Book, toge- 
ther, he will perceive that the following 
Propoſition is fairly. drawn. from, not 

only 
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only the general Tendency, but the ex 
preſs Words of his Treatiſe. 
Secondly, The Sacrament of the Lord's 


Supper is a Rite purely commemorative, 


« ſo that the Duty of receiving it is 
( ſtrictly ſpeaking) comprehended with- 
ce in the Limits of Eating and Drinking 
« with a due Remembrance of Chriſt's 
« Death, 

Our Author tells us Page 54h, that 
the Nature and Eſſence of this Sacra- 
ment, conſiſts in its being done in re- 
membrance of Chriſt's Death; from 
which we mult infer, that where there 
is no remembrance of his Death, there 
can be no Sacrament. He argues from 
this Doctrine againſt Tranſubſtantiation, 
and a Corporal Sacrifice in the Maſs, in- 
liſting that to ſuppoſe a real Preſence, 
when there is only a Memorial inſtituted, 
wou'd be abſurd; from which we muſt 


A 


infer, that in the Preſence of our Savi- 


our this Sacrament cou'd retain neither 
it's Nature nor Eſſence, i. e. cou'd not be. 

From which two Inferences put toge- 
ther it appears plainly, by our Author's 
way of Reaſoning, that our Saviourcou'd 
not 
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abt Rave inſtitutecl, nor his Dittiples re- 


ceived this Sacrament, till after his Death. 


For, fays our Author, page 24. The do- 
cc 


ing any Act in remembrance of a 


“ Perſon ipfies his bodily Abfence; and 


« if he is corporally preſent, we are ne- 
« yer faid, nor can we be faid to per- 
« form that Action in remembrance of 
« him; and again page 30, they (that 
« is onr Saviour's Diſciples) cou'd not 
« do the Actions Here flamed (i. e. Eat 
« and Dtink the Memorials of his Body 
« and Blood) in temembrance of him, 
« whilſt he himfelf was corporally 
e preſent with them, nor in reniem- 
« brafice of any thing done, which was 
ce not then done arid paſt.“ All this 
is vefy ttue, and therefore the Eſſence 
of this Sacrament cannot conſiſt in 
mere Cottimetniotation, according to our 
Authot elſewhere. To remember a fu- 
ture Event is much the fame with fore- 
ſeeing what is paſt. a 
However, ſince St. Matthew, St. Mark, 
St. Luke, and St. Paul, will needs have it 
that this Sacrathent was inſtituted and 
received before our Saviout's Death, 
much 


much to the Diſeredit of this Author, we 
mitft look out for ſome what ele in the 
Inſtitation, on account of which it was 
cortfiſtent with the infinite wifdom of 
our Saviour, to Ordain it before his 
Death. 

Let us in order to this confider the 
Paſſages in Scripture that relate to the 
laft Supper. And here it is obſervable, 
that there is no mention made of com- 
memoration in the Account given by 
St. Matthew and St. Mark. - It is not 
unlikely that theit Reafon for ſo doing 
was, becauſe they intended to ſtate the 
Nature of the Sacrament, asit was before 
our Saviour's Death. But as St. Luke 
and St. Paul have given us a more full 
88 of it, by adding the Precept for 
doin in remembrance of Chriſt's 
Deat "wt will fuppoſe for the preſent, 
that St. Paul's Account, in which the 


Memorial is twice mentioned, is the on- 


ly Hiſtorical Narrative of this Affair ex- 
tant. 

Every one who reads St. Paul's Words; 
muſt perceive, that we are always to 
commemorate our Saviour's Death in 

this 
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this Sacrament. The Words therefore 
that contain the Precept for Commemo— 


ration, being agreed upon, may be ſet 
aſide; after which we ſhall find theſe 
other Words, this is my Body which is 
broken for you, and this Cup is the New 

Teſtament in my Blood. Theſe Words 
cannot mean the ſame with thoſe re- 
lating to Commemoration, for if they 
did, the Apoſtle muſt have been guilty 
of a Tautology ; and if they mean any 
thing elſe, then this Inſtitution muſt 
have ſomething more in it than a bare 
Memorial. But be their meaning what 
it will, it muſt be eſſential to the Inſti- 
tution, not only becauſe, as I obſery'd 


before, theſe are the very Words of Con- 
ſecration, but becauſe in theſe Words, or 
in none, we muſt look for the Reaſon | 


of celebrating this Sacrament before our 
Saviour's Death. | 


It muſt therefore be a Matter of high 
import to all Chriſtians, to know what 


is meant by theſe Words. Our Author 


has treated them with ſuch contempt 
that he takes little or no Notice of them. 
The moſt he vouchſafes is a Paraphraſe 


of 
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of them, in which he obliges them to 
ſpeak according to the Drift of his Doct- 
rines, without giving us any Reaſon for 
ſo doing. The Words Body and Blood 
muſt either be underſtood Literally and 
Corporeally, or elſe in a Figurative and Spi- 
ritual Senſe. They cannot be underſtood 
Literally nor Corporeally, becauſe com- 
mon Senſe is againſt it. A Figurative or 
Spiritual Interpretation muſt therefore be 
found, before they can be Rationally or 
Rightly Underſtood; becauſe we may 
Preſume to ſay that they ought to be al- 
low'd ſome Meaning. - Now if nothin 

elſe is intimated to us by theſe Words, 
but that the Bread and Wineare Memo- 
rials of Chriſt's Death, then they Signi- 


fy only juſt the ſame thing with, This 


doin remembrance of me; by which 
our Saviour, and his Hiſtorians muſt be 
ſuppoſed guilty of Multiplying Words, 
without enlarging the Senſe, and that 
in the very form of a moſt Sacred Inſti- 


tution, when, if ever, both Brevity and 


Strictneſs are neceſſary. 5 Mt 
Since then neither a bodily Preſence, 
nor a bare Memorial is intended by theſe 

el „ Words 


„% OI» ET 
—  ——C=TT=_ rr 
* 2 — a - 
— —— — — _ — — — 
"e 3 2 — 2 — 
— — — 2 
a - 


* 5 — ** 
3 8 v 
_— TIES. - 4 w - 
— — ———_ — — 
4 * 
au *: 


LES A * . 
3 % w=d * 
_ - _— —— — — . — 
— * — — * 
4 


* 
P 4 
: 
C 
l . 
4 
: 
: X 
: 
: : 
o 5 
o 
: 
+ +4 
in 
+4 „ 
14 
7 
14 
: 7 ; 
" 
: - 
{47 
x 
1 
. 
$1 G 
1 
1 
Fi 
"4 
* 
£ 
+ Th 
# 
- 
1 
* 
4? 
th 
9 i l 
ty 
LY 
=_ 1 +] 
17 
* = * 
k 14 R 
VL 70 
1 * 4 
1 Tt 
| ” © 
x" * 
1 
6 | 
1 4 
< 
: G | 
WAY 
T3 
. A! fy 
l k 7 * 
=_ 
=__ 
b 1. * 
x * 
1 
i * C5 
A 
i 35 G 
14 71 1 * 
"I 
| 1 
= 2 
1 
TY 
1 N 
- * as 
, (YE Þ 
*. 
- 45 
ö 1 
£1 
* 1 
* * 
iy \ 
vi 4 
* 4 4 
1 K ' 
4 91 
1 * 4 
In . 4 
7 
bt 4 'S ' 
: Vt k 
: 0 
196 
5 
1 == 
1 1 
1 1 8 OS 
by C 7 o 
* 1 
11 „ 
1 q 
7 1 
11148 
' | | 
- 


: 
: 
** 


n 


= \ 9 - am_—— XR”. 3 = 
» Wm 7) e 2 9 N 


| 
; 
| 
* 
< 
a 
* 
9 
__ 
_ 
_— 1 
= 
-: 4 
= 8 
0 = 
A W 
—_— 
+18;% 
_— 
0 T4 
. 
_— 
o : 
LO | 
= : 
Ka ö 
> 
A 
= 
4 
| 
li 
# 
7 
: 
1 
i! 
21 
i! 
1 
: 
l br 
it; 
: , 
ii 
. 


, 
* 
* 
1 
1 
« 
9 
„ 
4 
0 
z 
. 
;, 
4 
; 
. 
U 
* 
| 
. 
U 
4 
* 
7 
A 
* 
bl 
: 
: 


Words ſince the — was fully 


inſtituted by theſe Words alone, as ap- 
pears from it's being inſtituted before our 
Savaour's Death, 10 conſequently before 
the poſſibility of a Commemoration, and 
ſince St. Matthew and St. Mark have giv- 
en us an Account of the Inſtitution, 4 
out taking the leaſt Notice of the com- 
memoration, we muſt conclude, that to 
eat our Saviour s Body and drinkhisBlaad 
is to partake of all tho benefits that were 
procured to us by bis Death, among 
which Faith and — are ey do be 
reckoned ; for, 

Towhat purpoſe, do weeat and drink, 
ualets 3 in order to our nouriſhment? But 
as in this cating and drinking there is no 
bodily Nouriſhment intended, forge Spi- 
ritual 0d muſt be intended. Now aur 
Souls can be ſtrengthned, refreſh d, or 
fed, — than; by Faith and 
Grace, 1 mean m a Religions or CQhriſti- 
an Senſe, it follows therefore, that if 
we cat, drink or are fed at all by this 
inſtitution, it muſt be by the — 
fortable and reviving Mations of God's 


_ Holy Spirit, that Anſwer to the devout 


Diſpo- 
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Diſpoſition of ou 12 as _— N 
Food does te our badily Hunger, Our 
Samont in _ 6th. of St. Jein. fps 
Senſe. 'I am the. Bread of Me he bt 
Lam the living Bread which came.down 
from Heaven ? If any Man eat of this 
Bread he ſhall Ive for ever, and the Bread 
that, L Will give is my Flech. Which 1 
will give for the Life! gal the World. Ve- 
rily verily. Loa unto you, t you 
eat the 'Rleſh:af the Son of Man, and. 
drink his: Blood; you: have no Life in 
you. Whoſo eateth my Fleſh and drink 
„eth my Blood hathe eternal Life, and 
t Lill raiſe him up at the laſt Day. Far 
o my Flech is Meat indeed, and m Blood 
;- is Drink inderd. He that eateth my 
ir Fleſh and drin 


r 


eth my Blodd, dreck 
or in me, and Lim bim As the Living Fa- 
id || ther hathiſent me, and I live hy the Fa- 
i- | ther, ſo hei that æateth me, even he ſhall = 
hve; by1me. Idie Jens had e t 

theſe Eupreſſigns before, but as ſoon. as 


_ a e ved that his Duciples 
| dirat them, bas rt 
. 


Spirit 
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Spirit that quicknedh than the Fleſh pro- 
fiteth nothing, and that the Words which 
he ſpeak unto them are Spirit and Life. 

As in St. Paul's Account of the Inſti- 
tution, we are commanded to Eat the 
Body and drink the Blood of Chriſt, ſo 
St. John tells us, that unleſs we do ſo, 
we have no Life in us; and leaſt we 
ſhou'd either reject his Doctrine with 
abhorrence at the thoughts of eating his 
Fleſh and drinking his Blood literally or 
corporally, or to avoid that, ſhou'd fix 
ene other unworthy Interpretation on 

his Words; he tells us that we are to un- 

derſtand bim in a Spiritual Senſe, that it 
is the Spirit that quickneth, and that 
the Words which he ſpeaketh unto them 
are the Spirit which quickens, and that 
Life which is thereby quickned. 

It is obſervable, that after our Serious 
had often ſpoke of eating his Fleſh and 
drinking his Bloed, he comes in the 57th 
Verſe, to ſpeak of cating himſelf ;- by 
which is meant according to his 8. 
nation at the End, his Spirit, as well as 
his Fleſ and Blood, which" without that 
could not be n call d him, nor of 

any 


i 


any avail towards the procuring eternal 


Life to us. What are we to conclude 
from eating Chriſt's Fleſh and drinkin 
his Blood, nay from eating Chriſt himſelf 
but that we are to Feed on ſome repre- 
ſentations of his Fleſh and Blood, under 
which, to make Them, in ſome Senſe, 
Him, is. conveyed , his Spirit, which 
Works in us by his Words, and nou- 
riſhes by his Precepts to eternal Life? 
From this Paſſage of St. Jobn it ap- 
pears plainly in what Senſe the Bread 
and Wine are call'd our Saviour's Body 
and Blood. Chriſt here, calls his Fleſh 
the Food or Bread of Life, and in St. 
Pauls Account, calls the Sacramental 
Bread his Body ; he tells us in both Pla- 


| ces that we muſt Eat it, from whence 


we cannot but conclude that ſome kind 
of Nouriſhment is to be Communicated 
by it. What that is, he ſhews us by the 
Oppoſition between Manna which cou'd 
not prevent temporal Death, and this 


_ indeed which ſecures to us eternal 

Life. | | 
Now if we ſuppoſe the two Paſſages 

of St. Jobn and St. Paul laid * 


the Senſt of both may be expreſſed in the 
Perſon of Chriſt, _ OI 
eto procuſe to your ſelves that periſha- 
6% le kind of Food, which * only 
„ ſupport you for a ſhort: Time here, 
but endeavour to come to me by Faith, 
«© whoa the true Food, without which 
«yon muſt periſh everlaſtingly. I intend 
« my Fleſh for your Meat, and my 
cc Blood for your Drink. But that you 
ce may not be ſheck d at ſuch a kind of 
c Fod, 1 appoint Bread to repreſent my 
<_ Body, and Wine my Blood, under 
dc Which (chat you may not have 'only 
7 the dead unprofitable Fleſh) I ſhall 
*: Aphify" and impatt to you my Spirit, 
< che Principles of eternal Life contain d 
in y Werd, and che ſuving Efficacy 
« of my Diſpenſation may be apply'd to 
« yöur Souls. Having thus made pro- 
. Vifion for your -imortal Part, 1 defite, 
that hereafter as often as ydu feaſt on, 
nd refreſh your: Souls with this: 8p 
ce ritual Nouriſhment, you do grateft 
remember me, who Have given up my 
e Body tobe torn, and my Blood -te be 
15 - ce ſhed 


* 
eee, 
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2 
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« ſhed for the remiſfion of your g ins, and 

« the eternal Preſervation of your Souls. 
But ' our” Author will not allow this 

Paſſage of St. Fohn to be meant of the 


Lokp' 3 at all. Loet us examine 


his Reaſon. He begins with telling us 
chat it hach — torn ppt to the — 8— 
SUPPER eſpecially fince the Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation by ſome who have 
labour'd hard to the Application. 
In this he ſays what is very True. But 
thoſe who labour'd that point for that 
Purpoſe were guilty of a great overſight 
in ſo doing, becauſe the Explanation-of 
the whole Paſſage fubjoyn'd: by our Sa- 
viour is the Paine and moſt direct Ar- 
gument that is to be found in Holy writ 
againſt — Doctrine of 'Tranfubſtantia- 
tion. It is not an Argument by Deduc- 
tion arid Conſequence; ber n expreſs 
Terms. Beſides we find the Sacrament 
in both kinds from the gad. 

Verſe of this Chapter. Nor were the 
NE commentators guilty of a leſs 
Overſight in denying it to be meant of 
the LoRDS-SUPER, for the very fame 
Reaſons. Had they rightly underſtood 


It 


it, they had in all likelyhood 
Opinions. e 
He ſays again that it cou'd not relate 
to the Duty of the LoRp's-Surp ER, 
becauſe it was not then inſtituted, nor ſo 
much as hinted at to his Diſciples. This 
Conſequence does not follow, Cou'd 
not Chriſt have ſpoken of an Inſtitution 
which he intended? And why ſhou'd he 
have hinted it to his Diſciples before? 
Was not that it ſelf a timelyand a ſuffici- 
ent Hint? Was it however impoſſible 
that he ſhou'd ſpeak then of a future in- 
ſtitution, and without previous Intima- 
tion given to his Diſciples ? | 
But further, he tells us that there is ſuch 
a Difference of Expreſſion in the two 
Caſes as may ſhew that they are not to 
be applyed to the ſame Thing, Our Sa- 
viour five in. the form of Inſtitution, 
the Bread which you are to Eat is my 
Body, not my Body is your Bread or 
your Food &c. But when our Saviour 
faid this Bread 1s my Body and bid them 
Eat it, he intended they ſhou'd Feed on . 
it, and then it muſt have been their | 
HD, Bread 


exchanged 1 


. a” 
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| Bread or Food, according to wha the 


tells them in the 6th of St. Fohbn. 

He obſerves likewiſe that there is no 
mention in this Paſſage of Eating and 
Drinking in Remembrance of - Chriſt 
after he ſhou'd be taken from his Diſci- 
ples; from whence he Argues that it 
cou'd not be meant of the LorD's-Sup- 
PER Which is a Memorial of his Suffer- 
ings along Time afterwards, and cou'd 
not be put into Practice during his Pre- 
ſence with them. By this way of Ar- 


guing St. Mathew and St. Mark, in their 


Accounts of the Inſttiution cou d not 
have ſpoke of the LoxD's-Sup ER, for 
neither of them have mentioned the 
Commemoration, nay by the very ſame 
way of Reaſoning, our Saviour cou d 
not have given this Sacrament to his 
Diſciples before his on Death, for how 
cou'd they commemorate a future Event, 
nor even after his Reſurrection, for hour 
cou d they Commemorate him preſent ? 
Theſe are all the Blunders offer'd by our 


Author on this Head; what follows is 
only a modeſt Endeavour to help our Sa- 
viour and St. Jahn to expreſs in the Au- 


thor's 


thor's Senſe — de ee 
to ſpeak in their o 02 Han wy; 

I éſhall therefore lay Em aſide for a 
while, —— Satisfac- 
tory. Reaſons, vrhy this Paſſage ought 

Be underſtood of the LoRD'sSopPsR, 
beſides ſuch as may be deduced-from the 

Explication already given of it. 
is generally allowed that St. Yohn 
wrote His Goſpel after the other three 
goſpels and the writings: of St. Paul had 
been all publiſned; nay it ãs commonly 
ſuppoſed wrote the laſt of 
all the Scriptural Canon; His end. for 
writing it is Known to have been no 
other, than chat of perpetuating cartain 
Particulats in our Saviour's:: Hiſtory, 
which had been either omitted, or not 
fully related by thoſe who: had: handled 
the Subject before, in! order to 
— and Abuſes chat had: by chat 
means orept into the Church. The Cel 
rinthian Hereſy was the chief of theſe, 
But before he wrote his . the 
Heathens had accuſed: the Chriſtiams of 
certain? horrible Rites, Part Feaſt- 
iow human Fleſk and-Hloud/ it ſerrns 

therefore 


FFF 
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therefore very probable that the aforeſaid 
Paſſage was intended as an Explanation 
of the LorD's-SUPPER, on which this 
Charge had been fixed. The whole Diſ- 
courſe is admirably well fitted to this 
Purpoſe, becauſe in it is ſhewn the Ab- 
horrence with which both the Jews and 
Diſciples received the Docttine of feed- 
ing on Chriſt's Body and Blood, while 
they underſtood it in a litteral Senſe, and 
then the trye Spiritual Senſe is imme- 
diately fabjoyned. Now St. John hav- 
ing clear d up this Difficulty about the 
Sacrament, had no occafton to fay an 

thing of the Inſtitution. It was enough 
for him to Explain the Nature of the 


| Myſtery, as for the Time, and Manner, 


and End of its Appointment, they were 
all ſufficiently related hefore. 

It cannot be denied but that St. "Fob, 
recounts many incidents in our Saviour's 
Life, which had been wrote by the o- 
ther Evangeliſts before him, particularly 
the Celebration of the Paſſover that ve- 

y Night in which he inſtituted. his laſt 

pper. But he * not one Mord in 
that Place of this Inſtitution, and the 
E Reaſon 
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785 „ 
Reaſon in all probability was, becauſe he 
had ſaid as much as was needful on that 
Subject before, in the Diſcourſe about 
Spiritual Food. f 

But again, we find in this Paſſage that 


Chriſt mentions his Fleſh and Blood ſe- 


perately, Four times over, from which 
we muſt conclude that when they come 
to be interpreted Spiritually, they muſt 
intimate to us two diſtin Ideas; but un- 
leſs they be apply d to the Sacramental 
Body, by which our Souls are Fed in or- 
der to eternal Life, and the Sacramental 
Blood, thro' which we have remiſſion of 
Sins, they cannot repreſent more than 
one Idea, which is no way Conſonant to 
the Care our Saviour takes -to ſpeak of 
them diſtinctl yr 8 
Again, if we take away our Saviour's 
human Nature, that is his Fleſh and his 
Blood, he can neither be Food nor Life 
to us, becauſe it is neceſſary to his being 
either, that he ſhou'd obtain remiſſion 
of our Sins; but without ſhedding of 
Blood there is no remiſſion of Sins. It fol- 
lows therefore that the Food of eternal 
Life mentioned in this Paſſagecan be no 
| other 
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© other than the Body and Blood of Chriſt 


which he ſacrificed for us, and which 
are applyed to our Souls by Faith the 
Sacrament of his laſt Supper. 

Again, if our Saviour had not ſpoke in 
this Place of the ſame Food which he 
afterwards calls his Body and his Blood, 
he had not faid that he himſelf was that 
Bread or Food. If he had ipoken of his 


Precepts as ordinarily deliver'd in Diſ- 


courſe, he cou'd not have called them in 
any Propriety himſelf, He might have 
ſaid indeed, I will give you the Bread of 
Life. But he could not have ſaid, I am 
the Bread of Life. Such an Expreflion 
is as abſurd, .as if an Ambaſſador, who 
is ſent with Articles of Peace to a neigh- 
bouring Prince, ſhould fay I am, Arti- 


cles of Peace. Or as if an Husbandman 


ſhould deliver a Syſtem of Agriculture to 
the World, and upon the ſtrength of the 
Rules laid down in it, ſhould tell the 
Publick, that he himſelf is Corn, and 
Wine, and Oil. F 
Laſtly, if this Diſcourſe is not to be 
underſtood of the Lord's Supper, it muſt 
appear to contradict it ſelf; becauſe our 
Saviour 
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Death. 


Saviour, who ſo often calls his Fleſh 


and his Blood Drink indeed, and the 
Food of Life in the former part of it, in 
the latter End ſays, that the Fleſh profit- 
eth nothing. But if we underſtand what 


he ſays, of the Lord's-Supper, the dith- 


culty will clear up, as may appear by 
this Paraphraſe ; Except you eat my 
Fleſh and Drink my Blood, you have 
no Life in you, becauſe you cannot re- 
ceive the Grace and Principles which 1 
have annexed to them alone. But if you 
receive the Symbols appointed by me to 
repreſent my Fleſh and Blood unworthi- 
ly, they will Profit you nothing, they 
will to you, be my Body and Blood in 
no other Senſe than to make you guilty 
of commemorating my Death without 
renouncing thoſe Sins for which I died, 
which is a kind of conſenting to my 

Other Reaſons might be offered, but 
I hope theſe will ſuffice to ſhew, that 
this Diſcourſe is ſcarce intelligible to us, 
if not . underſtood, of the Lord's-Sup- 


per. No plain reader ever put any other 


interpretation on it; and ſuch Readers 
| 2 uſually 


uſually fall in with the true and natural 
Senſe of plain Paſſages, provided they 
be faithfully rendered, more readily than 


Commentators do. 'The Reaſon forit is 


this; the plain honeſt Man ſearches his 
Bible for ſuch information as is neceſſary 
to the ſaving of his Soul, with an Eye 


to no Controverſies, but that between 
| himſelf and the Adverſary of his Salva- 


tion, ſo that with all the underſtanding 
he has, he 


Time directing and aſſiſting his honeſt 
Enquiry. Whereas your Commentators, 


who are always 42 engaged in dif. 


utes and learned Prejudices, lay the 
yaſs of their own Prepoſſeſſions on the 


Scriptures, and ſuffer them to ſpeak no- 


pe | 
* but their own Opinions. 
1 


any one will needs ſuppoſe, after 
all, that the Lozp's-SUPPER is a purely 
Commemorative rite, let him conſider 


with himſelf to what Purpoſe ſuch a 
rite cou'd have been inſtituted. - Let him 
conſider that barely remembering our 
Saviour's Death, which is all our Au- 


thor ſeems to make abſolutely neceſſary, 


can 


goes directly on to the true 
Conſtruction, God's Grace in the mean 
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can have no Effect, nor be of any uſe at 

all. But then our Author will fay that 
he ſpeaks of a grateful and thankful Re- 
membrance. If he does, he wou'd do 
well to conſider that ſuch a Remem- 
brance is altogether impoſſible without 
Repentance for paſt Sins, without Faith 
in God's Ward and Promiſes, and with- 
out Charity towards our Fellow-Chriſti- 
ans; fo that allowing that to be the ſole 
End of the Sacrament, yet ſtill it cannot 
be purely Commemorative. ſince the 
whole of a Chriſtians Duty neceſſarily 
Reſults from thence. 

Drinking the Glorious Memory of 
King William the III. has been thought 
by ſome to have a prophane Reſemblance 
of this ſacred inſtitution. However nei- 
ther the Party Warmth with which the 
Memory of that Prince was Drank, nor 
the Party Spirit with which that Practice 
was rail'd at, cou'd ever raiſe it fo high, 
as to give it any offenſive Reſemblance 
to our Lord's-Supper, till the Publicati- 
on of this Book: which has brought 
down the Sacrament to a Level with that 
or any other honorary Commemoration. 


Nay, 


1 39 

Nay, if we conſider the Matter well we 
mall find that our Author has ſunk the 
Sacrament a good Deal lower than the 
Glorious Memory. When a Company 
Drinks to the Memory of King Villiam, 
they can't be ſuppoſed to do it with 
either common Senſe or Sincerity, with- 
out an hearty abhorrence of Popery and 
Tyranny, without a Reſolution to op- 
poſe both to the uttermoſt of their Pow- 
er, and without a firm Adherence to the 
Political Principles on which the late 
Revolution turned. But if you will be- 
lieve our Author, it is only neceſſary to 
Remember the Death of Chriſt. Re- 
pentance, Faith, and Charity are ac- 
cording to him by no means neceſſarily 
connected with the Duty of Eating 
and Drinking in Remerabrance of our 
bleſſed Saviour. To profeſs our Faith 
in Chriſt's promiſes, to re-kindle our 


Zeal for thoſe Principles by which he 


wrought the great Revolution from a 
State of Sin to a State of Salvation, or to 
renew our Religious engagements to him, 
may be in the Opinion of our Author, 


no uſeleſs Work, but he thinks they are 


not 
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not neceſſary when we meet to Comme- 
morate the Death of our Divine and 
Glorious Redeemer. If this does not 
fink the Memory of our Saviour lower in 
a Religious, than the common Practice 
does that of King William in a Political 
Senſe, I am under a very groſs miſtake. 
I have dwelt the longer on this Head, 
becauſe the following Errors of our Au- 
thor are ſo artfully interwoven with this, 
that it wou'd be Difficult to get clear of 
them if this one were admitted. But 
his Art will now be turn'd againft him- 
ſelf, inaſmuch as the Demolition of his 
Foundation muſt be attended with the 
Ruin of the whole Erroneous Fabrick 
which he has erected on it. Beſides to 
expoſe his Fundamental Abſurdities and 
Falſehoods under this Propoſition was 
the moſt Effectual way of Demonſtrat- 
ing that this Book cou d never have been 
the Work of fo learn d, fo ingenious, 
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and in ſhort ſo great a Man as the Bi- | 
ſhop of W:nchefter. If the reader will | . 
be pleaſed to conſult the 12th 13th 14th 
15th and 16th Propoſitions of our Au- 

thor, he will find that the following Pro- ! 


poſition 
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1 poſition is rightly and fairly drawn from 
„„ * TT 
Thirdly, there is no other Preparation 


1 | Lords-Supper, than a ſerious Remem- 
brance of our Saviour's Death, ſo that 


y Perſons who lead Lives unworthy of 
Chriſtians both before and after it, may 


f This wou'd be very true, if the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's-Supper were 


5 merely Commemorative, for then we 
15 might without the ſmalleſt Trouble or 


Preparation examine ourſelves, whether 
we remembred that Chriſt died for us. 
8 But I hope it appears pretty plain from 
what was faid under the foregoing Pro- 
poſition, that there muſt be ſomething 


AS 5 a 3 
4 more intended by this Inſtitution than 
; 4 a bare Commemoration. 


But let us be determin'd by Scripture 


in We find in the 115. Chapter of the 
ch firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians St. Paul tel- 

ling that Church that whoſoever ſhou'd 
eat this Bread or drink this Cup unworthi- 
ly,ſhou'd be guilty of the Body and Blood 
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neceſſary to the worthy reception of the 


nevertheleſs be worthy Communicants. 


A and the Nature of the Inſtitution it ſelf. | 
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at and Drink 
Damnation to himſelf. From -theſe 
Words ſo allarming, notwithſtanding the 
ſoftenings of our Author, it appears ve- 
ry plainly, that we ought to be exceed- 
ingly careful to know in what a worthy 
Reception conſiſts. This we may find 
by the other Admonitions there given. 
St, Paul reproves the Corinthians for 
three Vices, viz. Drunkenneſs, Deſpiſing 
the Church of God, and Uncharitably 
Shaming their poor Brethren; which 
Vices rendered their Celebration of the 
Lord's-Supper unworthy. Now it appears 
that they were not guilty of theſe V ices at 
the very Time of receiving, but. at their 
love Feaſts which they celebrated agcord- 
ing toour Author before, but according to 
other's, after the Sacrament; which may 


ſerve toſhew us that our behaviour either 
before or after Communicating ought 


to be Virtuans, Devout, and Decent, or 
elſe we muſt be ynworthy Communi- 
cants. It is not at the Time of receiv- 
ing only that we are oblig'd to Live and 
Act like Chriſtians, but at all other 
Times, under the Penalties of an a 

| thy 


thy Reception. Perhaps our Author 
will ay, not at all other Times, but on- 
th immediately before or after only 1 
while we are in the uſual Place of Com- Wl 
munion. This is as if it was hot the bil 
heinouſneſs of Vice that made the Acti- Wi 
on unworthy, but the nearneſs of Time. 
But Vice is Vice, and as ſuch, offenfive 
in the Sight of God, to whom a thou- 
ſand Vears are as one Day, at all Times. 
Nor is it theſe Vices only that are here 
mentioned,- but all others, for the ſame 
Reaſon, that make an unworthy Recep- 
tion of the Lord's-Supper. If this were 
fo, our Author will ſay, why did not St. 
Pail tell us ib? How can we con- 
clude all this from the Paſſage now un- 
der Conſideration? I anſwer that St. 
Paul in the Words already cited reproves 
the Abuſes of the Corinthians, for ns 
other Reaſon but becauſe they were 
Offenſive in the Sight of God, which 
is a Reaſon as good àgainſt all manner 
of Vices and Abuſes whatſoever whe- 
ther committed before, at, or after 
the Sacrament, tho never 0 Geogra- 
phically or Cronologically diftinguiſhed. 


But 
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But it happens unluckily for our Author, 


that St. Paul after reproving the Corin- 
thians by applying directly to them and 
their particular Abuſes, in the 2 0cb, 21f, 
and 22d Verſes, at the 27th Verſe ſays 


in general, that whoſoever ſhall eat and 


drink unworthily, ſhall be guilty of the 
Body and Blood of the Lord, and then 
immediately ſub-joyns. Let a Man ex- 
amine himſelf, and ſo let him eat and 
drink. This is applyed to all Mankind, 
and ought to be underſtood as a Barr 
laid againſt all kinds of Sin and Unwor- 
thineſs. To what end is a Man to exa- 
mine himſelf? Is it only ot try whether 
he remembers the Death of Chriſt or 
not? Surely that can require no Exami- 
nation. Or is it in order only to conſi- 
der the Difference between our Lord's 


Body and a common Meal? Surely that 
is not to examine himſelf, but to examine 
the Inſtitution. wp 

It ſeems to me a little hard that while 
all other Affairs or Undertakings, neceſ- 
farily require, according to their impor- 
tance, certain degrees of Preparation, 


this moſt ſacred and ſolemn Ordinance, 


in 


in which not only the Body and Blood of 
our Redeemer are repreſented, but his 
Spirit conveyed, ſhou d be approach d in 
an abrupt and irreverent Manner. Is 
there no decency of Dreſs, no Wedding 
Garment required when we are to be en- 
tertained at the Table of the Lord? Shall 
we ſet off our Bodies in our -beſt Appa- 
rel, when we are to Dine with a Prince 
or a Great Man, and yet go covered with 
all the foul Rags of our unrepented 
Sins to Sup with the Lord of Hoſts and 
the King of Kings? This is not only not 
to diſcern the Lord's-Body from a com- 
mon Meal, but to treat it with infinite- 
ly more indignity. Surely a Wretch po- 
lated, corrupted, and altogether impe- 
nitent, is utterly unfit for the Pertor - 
mance of any Chriſtian Duty, but moſt 
eſpecially, of the moſt awful and im- 
portant Inſtitutions. Surely to a Soul 


void of Faith in God's merciful Promiſes 
thro' Chriſt, this Sacrament muſt be 


Impertinence, and his taking it Propha- 
nation. Surely to an Heart embittered 
with Malice, and at enmity with it's fel- 
low-members in Chriſt, this Feaſt of 

HE Love 
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Love muſt be extremely oppoſite and re- 
pugnant. Is it not then neceſſary that 
we ſhou'd confider well whether we poſ- 
ſeis our Souls in a Spit it of Repentance, 
Faith and Benovelence, before we ap- 
ach the Lord's Table? And can we 
form to our ſelves theſe Diſpoſitions in 
an inſtant, without either exerting our 
ſelves in Meditation, or imploring the a- 
ſiſtance of Almighty God 1 
If, as our Author will have it, the 
whole Nature and Eſſence of the Lord's- 
Supper conſiſt in the commemoration of 
Chriſt's Death, we ought certainly to 
commemorate that ineſtimable Merey in 
fach a Manner as may redound to' the 
Honour and Glory of our Divine Bene- 
factor and Maſter. But this can never 
be done without a Strict adherence to his 
Precepts, or at leaſt a deep and ſorrow- 
fat Repentance for having tranſgreſſed 
them. He that is obſtinate in his Wick- 
edneſs diſhonours the Saviour of Man- 


kind, becauſe he careſſes and courts 


thoſe Sins for which he was put to open 
Shame; he is at enmity with Chris, be- 
cauſe he is in amity with thoſe Vices 

GY which 
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- BE which Chriſt came into the World to 
t combate and ſubdue ; he Crucifies Chrift 
a freſh, becauſe he cheriſhes and encou- 
„ rages thoſe impieties that nailed our dear 
- | Redeemer to the Croſs and puſh'd the 
e I Spear into his Side. Now is it poſſible 
n for ſuch an one to honour Chrift by re- 
r I ceiving Bread and Wine in his remem- 
- | brance? If he remembers him at all, muſt 
it not be as an Enemy, or as a Perſon 
e whoſe memory he wou'd Diſgrace? 
5 Let the Reader now conſider whether 
f it is with Senſe or Charity to be ſuppoſ- 
0 ed that an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, and a 
n I Paſtor of his Flock, ſhould againſt Scrip- 
ie ture, againſt the Nature of the Sacra- 
> WE ment, againſt the Intereſt of Chriſt's 
er Kingdom, and againſt the Salvation of 
1s his Subjects, whom he has bought with 
/- his Blood, labour to make the Hearts of 
xd = thoſe who come to the Lord's Table as 
© | Impenitent, as Faithleſs, as Uncharita- 
ble, and as Devotionleſs every way as he 
ts can. When the Reader has done this, 
n if he will turn to the 1875 Propoſition of 
e- the plain Account, and peruſe that with 
es what is ſaid under it, particularly in 


Page 
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Page the 143, 153, 
Propoſition is truely and fairly extracted. 


156, 164, 173, and 
174, he will find that the following 


Fourthly, There are no Privileges 
culiarly annex'd to the Worthy receiving 
the Lord's-Supper, no Concommitant 
Grace, no Spiritual Benefits, no Com- 
munion with God. It is no renual of 
our Baptiſmal Vow, nor Seal of the 
Chriſtian Covenant. 

« Our Author owns indeed at the 
« 155th Page, that the Sacrament by 


ce it's Natural and Reaſonable Tenden- 


<« cy leads us to Thankfulneſs, to the 
cc Profeſſion of our Dependance on, and 
« Obligations due to God, and our Du- 
ce ty towards our Neighbours, and that 
« jt is therefore an effectual Acknow- 
ce legement of our ſtrict Obligation to 
cc all inſtances of Piety and Virtue, Gc. 
It is eaſy to ſee that this contains a 
flat denial of what the 4% Propoſition 
ſets forth, which Propoſition is never- 
theleſs Faithfully collected from the 
Pages refer'd to. But beſides, the Mat- 
ter of this Conceſſion made by our Au- 
thor is manifeſtly impoſlible, if it be true 
2 that 


* z | 
8 . 


that the Lord's-Supper is a Right purely 
Commemorative, and that there is no 
Preparation neceſſary to the Worthy re- 
; ceiving of it. If it be merely a Memo- 
rial, how can it be reaſonably expected 
that it ſhou'd lead the Thoughts of thoſe 
to the whole Syſtem of Chriſtian Duties, 
c | who are not neceſſarily required to make 
any Preparations for it, further than a 
bare and inſtantaneous Recollection of 
our Saviour's Death ? The Thoughts 
themſelves may take what Hints, and 
ſteer what Courſe they pleaſe ; but this, 


according to our Author's Doctrines, is 


St WS 3 


; no neceſſary Effect of the Lord's-Supper, 
. | the Duty of Receiving which is, if we 
+ | will believe him, * contain'd within the 
4 « Limits of eating and drinking in re- 
» | © membrance of Chriſt's Death; fo 
d that if we ſhou'd make any devout or 
J pious Reflections on what we are about, 
nit ſeems, they muſt be more owing to 
-_ | our own Goodneſs, than God's Injuncti- 
e on. And yet I can't fee of what uſe ſuch 
. reflections, if they were made, cou d be 
towards the Improvement of our Lives, 
ne ſince without Time and Preparation, and 
1 G Atten- 
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Attention, they muſt be too Tranſient 
to have any Effect upon our Manners. 
This Doctrine of his concerning the 
Benefits of the Sacrament, directly con- 
tradicts what he lays down in his four 
firſt Propoſitions, where he tells us that 

e the Duty of partaking of the Lord's- 
“ Supper, is not a Duty of it ſelf, or 
« Apparent to us from the Nature of 
c Things, but made ſuch to Chriſtians 
« by the poſitive Inſtitution of Jeſus 
« Chriſt.” The performance of all na- 
tural Duties is uſeful and beneficial to us, 
and the Omiſſion hurtful. If this were 
a natural Duty, it wou'd be beneficial 
by it's own natural Tendency, not other- 
wiſe. Now our Author denies it to be 
a natural Duty under his four firſt Pro- 
poſitions, a and yet Page the 154th, tells us 
that © in it's natural and - reaſonable 
ah Tendency we ought'to found our main 
« Expectations,” of 'the Benefits which 
he enumerates, Page the 155th.” Theſe 
Sentiments are very inconſiſtent; but 
then they lie at the Diſtance of 153 Pages 
from each other, and what occafion for 
Connection or Confiltence between Prin- 
h ciples 
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ciples ſo remote? There are Leaves e- 
nough between to keep the Peace, tho 
they were never ſo ſtrongly diſpoſed to 
0 If our Author had not aſcribed theſe 
Benefits to the Sacrament, tho in oppo- 
ſition to the Principles he ſet out upon, 
ſome one perhaps might have aſked ; 
Where is the Good of ſuch a Rite? Why 
did Chriſt Inſtitute what is of no uſe to 
us? If in anſwer to theſe Queſtions, 
which he cou'd not but fore-ſee, he had 
faid that Chriſt has annexed Scriptural 
Benefits to it, which by it's own Nature, 
it cou'd not convey, being merely poſitive, 
he had contradicted the Tenor of his. 
whole Book, and particularly the very 
begining of the ſame Paragraph, ſee Page 
the 1546, where he ſpakes of theſe Be- 
nefits. This had been too palpable; fo 
he choſe rather to let his Anſwer to theſe 


* 


purely poſitive, other than what our 
own Reflections cou'd have derived from 
the Action it ſelf, tho' it had never been 
inſtituted, it follows, that it muſt either 
be a uſeleſs Right, an empty and idle 
Ceremony, or elſe there muſt be ſome 
Spiritual Benefits preternaturally annex- 
ed to it, and conveyed by it to a worthy 
Communicant. To eat Bread and drink 
Wine can never tend, by their own 
Nature, to any moral Improvement of 
our Minds; not even when they are ap- 
plyed to the Memory of Chriſt, if ac- 
cording to our Author, there is no other 
Preparation neceſſary, than barely to re- 
member. The moſt that can be ſaid of 
this Sacrament, upon his Principles is, 
that it is an uſeful thing to our thoughts, 
as apply d by Chriſt, if ſeriouſly re- 


ceiv'd. | 
Had our Saviour intended no more 
than this by it, what Occaſion was there 
for all the Solemnity with which it is ſo 
often treated of in Scripture. If he had 
deſign'd it only for a mere Memoran- 
dum of his Death, he would not have 
faid this. Bread is my Body, nor this 
| Wine 


Wine is my Blood; but, this Bread and 
Wine ſhall put you in mind of my Bo- 
dy and Blood. * 

But our Author tells us that what- 
ever Benefits we are to expect from this 
Inſtitution, they are only ſuch as are the 
common Effect of all Chriſtian Duties, 
and not peculiarly annex'd to this ſingle 
Duty. If this be ſo, then this Saera- 
ment can be of no uſe, unleſs all other 
Chriſtian Duties be performed as well as 
it, which is directly Contrary to what 
our Author labours under his 1675 Pro- 
poſition, the Sum of which is to ſhew, 
that this Sacrament may be worthil 
received, tho other Duties be never 15 
much neglected. He that doubles and 
goes far about for Arguments, is ex- 
treamly apt at one Time to croſs and 


thwart what they maintain'd at another. 


But no more of this now. I ſhall have an 
Opportunity of ſpeaking more fully on 
this Subje& under the next Propoſition. 

The Author of the plain Account en- 


deavours to prove that there is no Grace 
nor Divine Aſſiſtance communicated in 


the Sacrament of the Lord's-Supper. To 
know 


1 1 
tg it, 
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know whether this = ſo or not, we 
muſt firſt conſider, what is to be under- 
ſtood by the Word Grace, and then, 
whether there is any Grounds i in Scrip- 
ture to hope for that Grace in the wor- 
thy Participation of this Holy Inſtitu- 
tion. 
By Grace is ſometimes meant . Di- 
vine favour or God's good Diſpoſition to 
protect and ſuccour his Servants; in this 
Senſe it ſignifies the cauſe. But it more 
uſually implies the Effect of God's good- 
neſs towards us, and ſignifies the actual 
Aſſiſtances of his Holy Spirit, working in 
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„ the ordinary Way, with our weak Endea- 

Wl. vours to ſu + Os our Paſſions, reſiſt Tem- 
18 ptations and ſtrengthen our Reſolutions 
1 againſt the Trials we are to Encounter. 
1 Grace taken in this latter Senſe muſt | 
Wl be ſuppoſed to be communicated in the | 
5 Lord' Supper, if we will not charge | 
1 our Saviour with ſpeaking Words — 2 | 
Will out Meaning, or running into Tautolo- f 

& [ ey; for in what other Senſe can Eat 
| li \| my Body and Drink my Blood, be tak- ; 
| en? 3 Beſides, if there = any Similitude , 

Wl implyed, in theſe words (and except we ff ; 
1 ſuppoſe 


Wh (HRT 0 11) a 105 
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ſuppoſe a Similitude they muſt be utter- 
ly unmaining) they can be interpreted 
in no other Senſe, than that of Refreſh- 
ing and Feeding our Souls, as ordina- 
ry Bread and Wine do our Bodies. 
Chriſt, in the 67h of St. Fohn's Goſ- 
|, gives them this very Interpretation; 
e calls his Fleſh and Blood the Food of 
eternal Life, but ſhews us in the cloſe 
of his Diſcourſe that we are not to ex- 
& Life from the Fleſh it-ſelf, but 
om the Spirit repreſented by it, and 
convey'd with it. The Body and Blood 
of Chriſt in the Holy Communion, re- 
preſent his Divine Perſon to us, as may 
appear from theſe Expreſſions where 
| our Saviour ſpeaks of Eating him per- 
" | fonally. I am the Bread of Life; he 
that Eateth me even he ſhall live 
by me. Now there was in the Perſon 
of Chriſt not only a Body to be rent, 
and Blood to be ſpilt for us in order to 
remiſſion of Sins, but alſo an holy and 
lively Spirit, by which he uttered his 
moſt excellent Revelation, in order to the 
amendment of our Lives. As therefore 
in this ſacred Ordinance we commemo- 
rate 
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rate his Sufferings for us, by Spiritually 
Eating his Body and Drinking his Blood, 
ſo we muſt alſo be ſuppoſed to receive 
his Holy Spirit, which is to write his 
Law in our Hearts, becauſe without that, 
his Fleſh profiteth not, tho never fo 
duly commemorated; without that we 
Eat not Chriſt, Chriſt dwelleth not in 
us, nor we in Chriſt; we rather Cru- 
cify him a- new by thoſe Sins that hinder 
us from Participating of his Spirit, and 
like Perſons a ſinking, inſtead of aſſiſt- 
ing. our ſelves by his infallible Dire&i- 
ons, only: deſperately cling to his Bo- 
dy, as if we rather intended to ſink 
him with us, than fave ourſelves... 
As the Body and Blood of Chriſt can 
be rationally called ſo in ne Senſe but 
this. So this if it be well confidered, 
will appear to be founded on a moſt 
ſtrong. and beautiful Similitude. By 
Bread and Wine our Bodies are nou- 
riſhed and our Lives preſerved; by the 
Spiritual or Sacramental Food our 
Virtue is fed and ſtrengthned, and 
eternal Life ſecured. Bread and Wine 
rather enfeeble our Bodies and endanger 
| Our 
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our Lives, than Support the one by 


nouriſhing the other, if our Stomachs be 
diſtempered, or our Conſtitutions altea- 
dy infected; in like manner the Sacra- 
mental Food is rather baneful, than nutir- 
cious to our Souls, if they be not proper- 
ly prepared for it's reception. Bread and 
Wine cannot begin health or produce Life, 
but they can renew and Revive both; 


the Grace communicate in the Sacra- 


ment, as it does not prevent, but attend 
that Ordinance, cannot inſpire Virtue 


where there was none before, nor plant 


eternal Life in the midſt of dead Works 


and Sins, but it can feed a Virtuous Diſ- 


poſition, it can perfect good Works, it 
can cheriſh the Principles of eternal Life, 
and bring them to Maturity. Bread is 


the Strength of Man's Heart, and the 


Staff of his Life; Grace is the Support of 


the Conſcience, and the Vital Principle of 


eternal Salvation. Wine maketh a glad 


Heart, and a glad Heart, like a Medi- 
cine, prolongs our Days; ſo the Grace of 


God infuſes comfortable hopes into the 
Soul, by which eternal Life is aſſured to 
us, for we are ſaved by hope. 
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Our Author denies, that in the Nature 
of the Sacrament there is any Communi- 
on with God neceſſarily imply d; and 
yet according to him the Nature of the 
Sacrament conſiſts in a Thankful Re- 
membrance of Chriſt's Death. Now is 
not Thankſgiving an act of Worſhip ? 
And is there not ſome Communion or 
intercourſe with God in every a& of 
Worſhip ? But he will ſay there is no ex- 
traordinary or peculiar Communion with 
the Divine Nature, further than what is 
common to all other acts of Worſhip. 
Here every rational and candid Interpre- 
ter of Scripture muſt differ from him. 
We have but juſt now proved that ſome 
participation of God's Grace muſt be ſup- 
poſed in this Inſtitution, Now is there 
no Communion, when on the one Side 
Grace is imparted, and on the other the 
moſt grateful acknowledgmentsrender'd? 
When God afliſts his Servants, and they 
at the ſame time gratefully bleſs their 
good and bountiful Benefactor, is there 
no intercourſe to be ſuppoſed ? 

Does not Chriſt invite us to approach, 


and unite our {elves to his Divine Nature, 


when 
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en he bids us eat his Body and drin! 
his Blood? There is Communion among 


thoſe who only eat together; ſhall there 
be none between him that affords him- 
ſelf for our Nouriſhment, andus who feed 
on him? Our Saviour tells us in the 675 
of St. Fohn, that he who eateth his Fleſh 


and drinketh his Blood dwelleth in him, 


and that he reciprocally dwelleth in that 
Perſon. They that dwell together are 
faid to have Fellowſhip and Communion 
with each other, and ſhall there be no 
Communion ſuppoſed between thoſe, 
whodwell mutually in one another? Now 
it is in the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's- 
Supper that Chriſt and the Faithful Soul 


partake each other, and ſpiritually enter 


upon this Joint-in-dwelling, as appears 


from the Words of Inſtitution, as well as 
from Chriſt's expreſs Declarationsin the 
aforeſaid Chapter of St. um. 

Well but then the Author of the plain 


Account will fay, if Chriſt and the Com- 


municant unite ſo cloſely in the Celebra- 
tion of this Rite, how can it be in any 
Senſe Commemorative? If Chriſt be pre- 
ſent to us, how can we be ſaid to remember 

him? 
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him? ] anſwer, that the Bread and Wine 
in the "Sacrament repreſent to us 
Chriſts Body torn, and his Blood ſpilt; 
that they are therefore memorials o his 
Death which is paſt, and of his real Body 
and Blood that are now in Heaven; and 
that notwithſtanding this, they are the 
Pledges and Vehicles of his Favour and 
Grace to all worthy Communicants. Is 
it impoſſible» that the fame thing ſhou'd 
ſerve. to convey a Bounty and alſo pre- 
ſerve the Memory of our Benefactor ? 
He that holds an Eſtate by the laſt Will 
and Teſtament of his Father, can make 
uſe of the Deed both to ſecure Poſſeſſi- 
on, and perpetuate in him a grateful 
Senſe of his Fathers Goodneſs. This in- 
ſtance does not come fully up to the Caſe 
in Hand, but it ſerves to ſhew that there 
is no inconſiſtancy in making the ſame 
thing both a Means of communicating a 
Favour, and at the ſame Time a ſtand- 
ing Token and Remembrancer of him to 
whom we owe it. I think it cannot be 
denied but that we may remember Chriſt 
abſent in the Fleſh, tho at the ſame 
time we feel him preſent i in Spirit, and 

Com- 


Communicate with him by thankſgiv- 
ings on our Part, and Spiritual Benefits 
on his. Why may we not by one and 
the ſame Act Commemorate thoſe Suf- 
ferings by which Remiſſion of our Sins 
was procured, and obtain Aſſiſtance to 
Refi {t Temptations ? 

Our Author - denies likewiſe that the 
Lord's-Supper is either a a Renewal of 
our Batiſmal Vow, or a Seal of the 
Chriſtian Covenant. Before we can de- 
termine upon the Merits of this Doc- 
trine, we muſt conſider the Nature of 
our Covenant with God, and of the 
Parties contracting. Whoſoever is B. 
tiſed into the Chriſtian Religion, ſolemn- 
ly promiſes or vows to God, that he 


will conform to the Articles propoſed by 


Chriſt Jeſus. On the other Side, God 
promiſes, that if he does ſo, che will 
ppl to him the Merits of Chriſt's Suf- 


crings and Death, by Virtue of which 


he ſhall be intitled to an Inheritance in 
Heaven. A violatbn of this Covenant 
in any of it's Articles, on our Part, 
mult diſcharge Almighty | God of his 

Obliga- 
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Obligation to perform what was ſtipu- 


lated on his. 

Now ſuch is the Nature of Man, 
that he no ſooner comes to the uſe of 
his Thoughts, his Tongue, and his 
Hands, but he employs them all in the 
daily Tranſgreſſion ef ſome Article or 
other of this Covenant; by which Means 
the Covenant muſt be rendered of no 
Effect, and the whole Work of contract- 
ing thro' Chriſt come to nothing. But 
our Covenant is not purely a Covenant 
of Works, like that of Moſes, but of 
Mercy alſo. The Divine Perſon we 
have to deal with is not only juſt to 
perform what he has promiſed, but is 
ready alſo, in Compaſſion to our In- 
firmities, which he knew before he 
contracted with us, to Pardon the par- 
ticular Tranſgreſſions of our Covenant, 


which we may happen to be betray'd 


into by our Nature prone to Evil. But 
this Pardon is only to be expected on 
our ſincerely Repenging, and Reſolving 
to be more ſtrickt and careful how we 
Tranſgreſs for the Future. Yet it can- 
not be ſufficient barely to Repent and 

| Reſolve; 


— * 


Reſolve; we muſt alſd confeſs what we 
have done with Sorrow, and ſome way 
or other ſolemnly renew the Covenant 
| which we have by our Sins annul'd; 
| and the Religious Act of Renewal ought; 
ſince there is the ſame Reaſon for it, to 


| be as publick and as ſolemn as that of 
8 our firſt contract. It is treating God's 


goodneſs, in propoſing Articles of Peace, 
ungratefully, and trifling with his Ma- 
jeſty, to violate our contract with him, | 
and yet expect the Performance of his 
glorious Promiſes, without doing any 4 
thing more to re- inſtate ourſelves than pl 
barely repenting. 9 
However let the ſeeming neceſſity of 

a ſacred and ſolemn Act of Renewal be 
never ſo great, we can have no right to 
x it, nor warrant for it, but from the 
d Word of God. Now if we ſearch the 
t whole New Teſtament, we ſhall find but 
1 two Federal Acts ſolemnly Inſtituted by 
g Chriſt, namely Baptiſm, and the Supper 
e of the Lord. The Renewal can't be 
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4 Effected by a Repetition of Baptiſm, 
d which is purely initiatory ; It follows 
therefore that the Act appointed for that 
Purpoſe, 
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Da. if any, m muſt be the Supper of of 
the Lord. 

Let us now ſee whether this laſt In- 
ſtitution of our Saviour carries with it 
any Federal Characters that may further 
ſhew us, that it was intended to be ap- 

plied to this Purpoſe. 

Fir, Then, it is to be obſerv'd that it 
wasSubſtituted in the room of the Paſſo- 
ver, which-wasa Type of it, as the Lamb 
facrifioed. therein, was of our Saviour, 
Now it. appears from Exodus the 12. 19. 
that the Paſſover was not only entirely; a 
Federal Act at the firſt Performance of it 
in Egypt, but ſo in ſome Meaſure after- 
wards, ſince that. Soul Was to be cut; off 
from the. Congregation. of Mael, i. e. 
to be put out ot: the Mo/aick Covenant, 
who ſhau'd, celebrate it with Leavened 
Bread. 

But what puts it out of diſpute that 
it is a Federal. Act is, our Saviour's cal- 
ing the Cup the new Covenant in his 
Blood, Which Expreſſion will not bear 
the Gloſs our Author gives it, when he 
calls it only the Memorial of the new 
Covenant, Our. Savigur xpreby calls 
it 


_— 


it the new eben, e afterwards de- 
(98 it 10 BE draflk in remembrance of 
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whit Senſe can we i rationally interpret 


b then in; a that which they plainly and, 
6h nithtally inititttate ? It is true neith 
I. Cup nor hey nd prope 15 5 in it Al. 
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1 bart Kats wilt wy on that. But 
off the Blood of ONE can be the Means of 
„ pröcuring this Covenant between God. 
at, H atid his ple, i 8d ul ß ratify and ſeal that 
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be firſt conſider that it is a Repreſentati- 
on of Chriſt's Death, and then reflect on 
thoſe Paſſages of Scripture,. in which his 
Death is ſaid to be the Means of the new 
Covenant, in which we are ſaid to be 
juſtified, and to have Peace and Re- 
demption thro' his Blood. In whatſo- 
ever ſolemn Act the Merits of Chriſt's 
Death are applied to us, in that very Act 
we mult; be ſuppos d to Covenant with 
God in ſome Senſe; becauſe there is no 
uncovenanted application of God's Mer- 
cies, or Chriſt's Merits. Now the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's-Supper is a ſolemn Act 
inſtituted by Chriſt, commanded to be 
kept up till his coming again, and often 
repeated; ſo that it exactly anſwers the 
Character required in order to make it a 
ſolemn and authorized Form, to renew 
our Baptiſmal Vow] bj. 
In the 6th of the Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans, we are ſaid to be baptized into 
Chriſt's Death. Here that Inſtitution, 
by which we firſt covenant with God, is 
directly applyed to the Death of our Sa- 
viour, to repreſent and apply, which the 
Lord's- Supper was appointed; by which 
5 EB it 
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it appears that Baptiſm and the Lord's- 
Supper are ſo far of the ſame Nature, 
6 intended for the ſame Purpoſe, inaſ- 
much as the-Merits of that Death which 
we covenant to receive in Baptiſm, are 
again ſtipulated to us by the expreſs men- 
tion'of a Covenant in the Supper of the 
This may ſuffice, inſtead of a great 
deal more that might be ſaid, to prove 
the Opinions of this Author, - contain'd 
in my 4th Propoſition, to be groundleſs, 
erroneous, and pernicious, and conſe- 
quently to ſhew, that ſuch a Performance 
as this plain Account can never, without 
the greateſt Violence done to Charity and 
Truth, be aſcribed to fuch a- Perſon as 
the Biſhop of Winchefter. - 
If the Reader will be at the pains to pe- 
ruſe the Preface and Page go, 91, 92, 106, 
178, 179, and 1807h. -he will perceive 
that the Subſtance of the following Pro- 
poſition is contain'd therein. 
50 1 The Duty of partak ing in the 
Lord's-Supper is not ſo connected with 
other Chriſtian Duties, but that it maß 
be well performed without them, or they 
10 | without 
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and Trankrefion of others. . There 
are two Reaſons for 1077. One is, ber 
cauſe the Committal of one Crime na- 
rd leads to that of another, not on. 
hy Corrupting bg 55 ing the 
Mind to Evil; but by Means of a naty- 
ral Sonnection among Vices. The 
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pial or nce of that Aythort- 
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Four in the Performance of one ſingle 
Juty, when others are. neglected, be 
ins moſt intollerably againſt Reaſon 

gommon denſe. Our Author tells 
vs, thas we may, dg;this.Duty monthly 


God in itſelf, tho! in the ret 


table to 
t of our 
Lives we be very blameable. God does 
not ſpeak ſo of the Ordinances of the 
Jewiſh Law, between which and the 
moral Duties there was not ſo neceſſary 


and ſo as that it ſhall be acce; 


a Connection intended, as under Chriſ- 


tianity. In the 1/ of Jaiab, he ſays 

thus to the Jews. Your new Moons and 

your appointed Feaſts my Soul hateth, 

they are a Trouble unto me, I am wea- 

7 to bear them; and the Reaſon why 
o 4 


were ſo was, becauſe their Hands, 


as he tells them in the next Verſe. - were 
full of Blood. So let a Chriſtian never 
ſo ſeriouſly remember the Death of 
Chriſt, while he receives the Sacrament, 
yet it ſhall be an Abomination to the 
Lord, if he do not put away the Evil 
of his doings from before thoſe all-ſee- 


ing Eyes, that are too pure to behold 
Iniquity. But ſuppoſing it were other- 
wiſe, and that Duties, like Men, ſhall 
be judged of, and accepted ſingly by 


Almighty God, can a Duty confin'd 


within the narrow Limits of eating and 


drinking in Remembrance of Chriſt's 
Death, 
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Death, have any Vertue in it, or merit 
any Reward ? . 5 
No, tho' this, and all other poſitive 

Duties are made ſo merely by Divine Ap- 
pointment, without any thing in their 
own Nature to oblige; yet muſt God 
be ſuppoſed to have had a previous In- 
ducement to the Inſtitution of them, as 
our Author himſelf confeſſes, or elſe 
it had been inconſiſtent with his Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs to have impoſed 
them. Now this Inducement or End 
propoſed = them all (I mean under the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation) cou'd have been. 
no other than the Advancement of the 
true Religion and the Promotion of 
Vertue. This is the common End of 
both the Sacraments and that in which 
all other poſitive Inſtitutions, howſoe- 
ver diſtinguiſhed by their particular Ends, 
muſt Concenter. No Notion therefore 
of the Lord's-Supper can be a Right 
one, that Repreſents it to us as not tend- 
ing thro' it's own peculiar End, to this 
general one. Let the Reader judge now, 
whether our Author's Notion is con- 
form'd to this Rule, whether a Rite 
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direcuy from a Stews to the Table of the 
Lord; yet as there wou d appear to be 
no good in going, People would not 
trouble themſelves with it, if they had 
any thing elſe to do. 

But tho' theſe Doctrines ſhou'd conti- 
nue to crowd Chriſt's Table to the very 
End of the World, yet ſtill, as they muſt 


diminiſh the Devotion, faſter than they 


cou'd poſſibly encreaſe the Number of the 
Communicants, they could never anſwer 
any religious End, nor tend either. to the 
improvement of Mens Lives, the Sal- 


vation of Souls, or the Glory of- God. 


Chriſt, we may preſume reckons his 


Gueſts, not by the Head, but the Heart, 


and counts no Hearts his but fuch as are 
clean from Sin, or averſe to it, and warm'd 
with the Love of God, and the Beauty 
of Chriſtian Holineſs. But if theſe Doc- 
trines ſhou'd obtain, they wou'd not 
only bring in Gueſts from the Streets 
and common Roads, but from the com- 
mon Shores and Dunghills too. Wou'd 
not the Death of Chriſt be gloriouſly 
commemorated by an herd of Thieves, 
Whores, and Bullies ; of Panders, Sharp- 
K ers, 


ers, and Perjurors ; by a Rable of Drunk- 
ards, Adulterors, and Murtherers ?; 
If my Reader be not one of thoſe 778 
bertines, who are always ready to ſup- 
poſe the Wort of a Parſon, he will ne- 
ver aſcribe ſuch a 8yſtem of Doctrines to 
a Biſhop; and if he have the leaſt mite 
of common Senſe, he will never ſupp 
that the Biſhop of #/inchefter, whoſe 
Conſcience was ſo tender that he 'cou'd 
not bear to have this Sacrament proſti- 
tuted to the Temporal end of the Tg- 
A#, cou'd think af lay ing open ſuch a 
Divine Myſtery to the Familiarity and 
Intruſion of the Worſt of Men. 
There are ſtill behind many 3 
ſurdities, falſe Expoſitions of Seri 
of our Communtvn: Service, an one 
Catechiſm, and a World of art uſed to 
interſperſe fuch Expreflions as may help 
to make the Performance leſs ſhocking 
to the Orthodox, but unwary Reader. 
I have not leiſure however to animad- 
vert on them all. What I have noted 
and cenſured may ſerve in ſome meaſure 
to prevent the miſchievous Effects of 
this work of Darkneſs, this Myſtery of 


Iniquity, 


T * 


_- 


02 


3 


5 
- 


CORE; CeEMrMPMeRyovoyg CET ; 


AO Rl 


Iniquity; that recommends Falſhood un- 
der: the ſhew of Truth, and ſanctifies Sin. 
It may ſnew, what I chiefly: intended, 
that it cannot be the Work of an Apoſtle: 
Let us nom take the ſame Liberty 
with our Author, whoſoever: he is, that 
he has taken with Chriſt, and ſuppoſe 
him ſumming up, and paraphraſing his 
whole Performance to his Readers, thus. 
My dear: Fellow-Chriſtians I have 
long obſerved with concern the appre- 
henſions you labour under, and the vaſt 


Prouble you are at, in preparing your 


ſelves for a certain Rite called the Lord's 
Supper. All this is owing to prejudice, 
and groundleſs Notions infuſed into your 
Minds by ſuperſtitious Teachers, who 
have taught you to imagine that there is 


ſome ſpiritual Benefit annexed to ĩt when 


worthily received, who have taught you 
to apprehend ſome danger in receiving 
it careleſſly and in the midſt of your 
Sins, who in ſhort have taught you to 
be a great deal too good on this Occaſion. 
Now to rid you of all theſe Hopes and 
Fears, and to diſcharge you from all 


Supera- 


Superarrogation. I will give you a plain 


Account of the Nature and End of this 


Rite. Not to amuſe and detain you with 
many Words, you have nothing elſe to 
do, but juſt to eat ſome Bread, and 
Drink a little Wine, and exactly as it is 
going down, remember the Death of 
Chriſt. This is all, take my Word for 
it. As for whining for your Sins a long 
time before, or praying, or reſolving to 
lead a new Life, or putting your ſelves 
under a ſevere Examination, you may 
be at the Trouble of ſo doing if you 
pleaſe, and have nothing elſe todo ; but 
J tell you, Chriſt has laid no ſuch Bur- 
then on you, I tell you, he will except 
very well of your Eating and Drinking 
in remembrance of him without all this 
Coil. You have for this long time, 
been oblig'd to go to Church, in order 


to perform this Rite, and placed with a 


great deal of Formality upon your Knees 
about a Table ; but their is nothing of 
all this in Scripture, nay and com- 
mon Senſe is againſt it. What can 
People mean by eating and pray- 
ing, and drinking, and kneeling all at 


once? 
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I tell you, Chriſt keeps open Houſe, 
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once? You have a Notion that you 
cannot receive it unleſs your Miniſter 
Conſecrate it for you. Why will you 
be ſo Prieſt-Ridden ? It is the Recei- 
ver himſelf that conſecrates it ; ſo that 

ou may take it without the help of a 
Parſon, any where, any time, any way. 
So you do it in Remembrance of Chriſt, 
you may be ſure you have done it ac- 
cording to the End and Manner of it's 
Inſtitution; there is no going Wrong. 
Your Parſons are a kind of Fellows of 
narrow Education and narrow Notions, 
or elſe they wou'd never Reſtrain this 
Rite to the Penitent, the Faithful, and 
the Meek, as they do. I grant you, 
ſuch Devout Perſons ought not to be 
excluded from this Rite, nor ought thoſe 
either who are not ſo diſpoſed. To 
confine it to your Pious Folks only is 
to leave our Lord a thin Table. There 
is no warrant in Scripture for ſuch a 
Reſtraint; and for Man to preſume to 
ſet Bounds, where Chriſt has ſet none 
is Impiety, and Arrogance, and Un- 
charitableneſs, and Narrow-Heartedneſs. 


and 


and his Table is free to all. Nor is he 
ſo Nice about the Dreſs you are to ap- 


pear in, when you Viſit him, as your 
Ceremonious Parſons wou! d perſuade 
you. He will not take Offence at ſuch 
Trifles as your Sins, when you come 
in a civil and neighbourly Manner to 
Sup with him; fear not, he is not ſo 
Captious. What your Parſons prate to 
you on the Subject of Preparation for 
this Rite, is a mere Bugbear, nothing 
but a Scar- crow. As vain alſo are thoſe 
Expectations of Grace an Spiritual In- 
fuſions, which they have ſo often incul- 
cated to you. But Chriſt is not obliged 


to make good their large Promiſes. Be- 


lieve me, you have nothing to fear, and 
as little to hope for from this Rite. Vour 
Teachers have huddled all the Chriſtian 
Duties together, and confounded them 
one with another; ſo that by their way 


of managing the Matter, you are given 


to underſtand that no one Duty can be 
well- perform'd without all the Reſt; as 
much as to ſay, you cannot ſay your 
Prayers, without giving Money to the 
Poor, nor keep the Sabbath, without 

| Viſiting 


Viſiting: the Sick, nor perform this Rite 
of the Lord's- Supper, as it is call d with- 
out doing I know not how many other 
Duties, that have nothing to ſay to it, 
at the ſame Time. This is all a Jeſt. 
One thing at once, and it will be the 
better done. You know what too much 
Cooking does. Upon the whole there- 
fore, come all ws you to the perfor- 
mance of this Rite, howſoever diſtin- 
iſhed by your Vices. There is no 
ReſpeR of Perſons here. You are all 
Welcome. . But 'as you are: exempted 
from all Trouble both before and after, 
the leaſt you can do, is to come Seri- 
ouſly. Compoſe therefore your Geſ- 
tures and the Muſcles of your Faces. 
Put on a ſerious Look, and a ſerious 
Air. And as for the Future, you are 
to celebrate this Rite in a Tavern or 
any where elſe, on any Occaſion, I 
think it the more neeeſſary, to caution 
you againſt a jocoſe or ludicrous Beha- 
viour at the Time of Receiving. I tell 
you therefore that unleſs you be very 
Serious, unleſs you eat Seriouſſy, and 
drink Scriouſly, you had as good not do 
els it 


ĩt at all. It is a Religious Rite, and you 
muſt be Serious at it. Some of you 
perhaps may imagine that I am not 
ſtricktly Orthodox in Relation to this 
Rite; but if he will ſnew me one Sen- 
tence in my whole Book, that I cannot 
reconcile with the Bible, nay and with 
the Communion Service of the Church 
of England and it's Catechiſm, I will 
give him leave to call me Schiſmatick, 
or Heretick, or what he will. Indeed 
J had been worſe than a Lunatick, if 
I had not always provided a faving a- 
gainſt all Imputations of that kind. I 
love you very well, my dear Readers, 
as you may plainly perceive; but not 
ſo well as to run the hazard of loſing an 
handſome livelihood for your Sakes. 
Beſides, Truth, at it's firſt Appearance, 
muſt not Glare upon weak Eyes. It 
ought firſt to be Inſinuated with a nice 
and delicate Addreſs, and as ſoon as 
the World is grown a little Familiar with 
it, it may then go Naked. If any of 
you ſhou'd take it into his Head to 
think, that I am not over zealous for 
Chriſtian Piety and Devotion, let _ 
ca 


caſt his Eye towards the End 5 
Book, mh he will find a Specimen of 
my Devotion. He will there ſee Pray- 
ers in their full pathetick Perfection, and 
in a Genteel and Polite Stile, contrary to 
the Vulgar Cuſtom. He will there ſee a 
Spirit of Piety ſtrong enough to keep up 
an Ejaculation for the length of thirty 
Pages, which will fully convince him, 
that notwithſtanding all the Appearances 
in my Book upon the Lord's-Supper, I 
am no enemy to Devotion. I will take 
my leave of you, my gentle Readers, with 
one ev Advice, which was never ſo 
much needed as in theſe too too religious 
Times. Be not Righteousabove meaſure. 
Having thus epitomiſed our Author's 
Performance, I ſhall now acquaint the 
Reader with the Subſtance of a Converſa- 
tion that turn'don the ſubject of this Book, 
at which J happened to No preſent ſome 
time ago. The e Company was made up 
— of Men of Letters, who had a 
ſeen and read the plain Account. After 
many Remarks, ſome Critical and ſome 
Theological, they came at lenth to gueſs 
2 Author; but * could not agree 
among 


among themſelves upon any particular 
Church, to which they cou d give him. 
They obſerv'd, that he inſinuates, at the 
beginning of his Preface, that he is a 
Clergyman of the Church of England, by 
faying that he had once the Care of a 
Pariſh ; but this was generally regarded, 
as ſaid with a Deſign to conceal himſelf, 
and recommend his Principles. To the 
like Artifice they aſcrib'd/his attempt to 
reconcile his Doctrines to our Commu- 
nion Service, and all the guarded Expreſ- 
ſions he makes uſe of to elude the Impu- 
tation of Impiety and Error, with which 
after all he is manifeſtly chargeable. 
There was one who took him to be a 
Quaker ; his Reaſon for being of that 
Opinion was, © becauſe he. endeavours to 
debaſe the Nature of the Sacrament, and. 
give the World a low Notion of it, as a 
dead Rite, conſiſting entirely in a mere 
outward Act. I'Il warrant you, ſaid he, 
if the Author cou'd once bring the World 
to think with this Book of his, we ſhou'd. 
immediately have another to ſhew the 
Emptineſs and Vanity of ſuch an idle 
Ceremony, and the Folly of performing 
2 wh, it 
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it externally any longer. But I believe 


he might fave himſelf the Trouble ; be- 
cauſe if it were come to that, no ſober 
Chriſtian cou'd think it a Duty to-ob- 
A ee 
There was another who wou'd needs 
have it to be the Work of a Corkian Ja- 
cobite, as he expreſs d it ; becauſe, accord- 
ing to him, the Arguments of the late Bi- 
ſhop of Cork againſt drinking of Memo- 
ries had been undeniable, had there not 


been a Concommunitant Grace ſuppoſed 


in the Sacrament of the Lord's- Supper; 


which alone can difference it from drink- 


ing in Memory of any other Perſon. 
Now faid he, cou'd this Author bring 
the Sacrament to a Level with the Glo- 
rious Memory, the Latter wou'd then 


appear a Prophanation, and ſo muſt be 


laid aſide. But I hope things will never 
come to that Paſs. I hope no Artifices 
of his or any Body's elſe will ever be 
able to make us forget our great Bene- 
factor King William. | 
This Gentleman ſcem'd to ſpeak from 


a. Spirit of Party, ſo his Conjecture was 
receiy'd with little Regard, 


A Third 
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* A Third Perſon infiſted that the Au- 


thor muſt be a ſeſuite. You ſee, ſaid he, 
with what Art and Chieanry he mana. 
ges his Arguments, how he wreſts the 
Scriptures, how he winds and doubles, and 
throws out ambiguous Expreſſions; but 
above all what Pains he takes to fepre- 
ſent the Proteſtant Notions of the Sacra- 
ment and eſpecially thoſe of the Church 
of England as inclinable to the Error of 
Vilifying this Holy Inſtitution. If this 
Book .cou'd once prevail among us, 
what might not Papiſts then ſay? Be- 
fides, you ſee he makes the Sacrament 
eonſiſt in a mere opus operatum, but 
does it as covertly as he can, that after 
we have refined away all our true and 
Orthodox Notions of this Inſtitution, 


Popery may be found at the Bottom. 


There was a Fourth, who deliver d it 
as his Oppinion, that the Author, be he 
of whatſoever Church, muſt have pub- 
liſhed the Book with a deſign to enereaſe 
the Number of occaſional Conformiſts, 
by ſhewing Diffenters of all- Kinds, 
that they are in the Wrong to make a 
Difficulty. of Conforming to a —_— 
* indit- 
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indifferent in it's own Nature, when a 


| — of profit may be thereby obtainꝰ d. 
f this Sacrament, ſaid he, be ſuppoſed 
to be purely commemorative, to need the 


Conſeeration of no kind of Clergy, to 


require no Preparation in order to it; 
and to have no Spiritual benefits convey- 
ed by it, I cannot ſee how even an Hea- 
then cou'd think of refuſing; it, provided 
there were any thing to be got by reciv- 
ing it. The Elements wou'd, in that 
caſe be as common as Beef or Water. 

J ſubſeribe to your Opinion, faid one 
who fat next him; but I muſt add that 
look upon the Author to be a Socinian. 
His Notions of the Sacrament are the ve- 
ry ſame with thoſe of that Hereſy. As 
they ſink the Perſon of Chriſt to mere 
Humanity; they likewiſe bring his ordi- 
nances proportionably low ; accordingly, 
throughout the whole plain Account, 
there is no mention of Chriſt's Merit as a 


means of our Salvation, tho' his Subject 


required it, not a Syllable faid of his Di- 
vinity. The Author places no Relation 
between Chriſt and his Church, but that 
of Maſter and Servant, or Diciple. * i 
. 5 


This hint was no ſooner givon, than 
| the whole Company unanimouſly gave 
into his Opinion. When they recollected 


the Tendency of the Work, they were 


ſill further confirm'd in it. Since this 
they have aſcrib'd it to one or other of the 
new-light Hereticks; but none of them 


cou' d ever think of attributing it to the 


Biſhop of Wincheſter. 

I however, it be {till imagined, that 
this ſink of Hereſy and Immorality cou'd 
poſſibly haye flow'd from a Church of 
England Pen, I cannot but condole with 
that Church upon producing a Treatiſe 
againſt the Sacrament of the Lord's-Sup- 
per, as well as with her Proteſtant Siſter, 
the Church of Scotland, upon producing 


another in favour of Fornication. We | 


live in ſtrange times indeed, when there 
is only juſt ſo much men and Vertue 
left among us, as can afford Bread or a 
Name, by being wrote againſt. 
I hope, fince it is at preſent Inconveni- 

ent for our Clergy, to meet in Convocati- 
on, that they will endeavour, each of them 
to find out the execrable Author, and if 
he be a Clergyman, drive him from their 
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that can't be done, refuſe all Communion 
with him. Whom can it be more neceſ- 


fary to Excommunicate, than him, who 
has labour'd to pervert and vilify the moſt 


facred Ordinance of our Religion, the ve- 
ry Seal of our Saviour's laſt Will and Teſ- 


tament, and the very Act of Communion | 


it felf? 2 25 pe i 
But if the Author cannot bediſcovered, 


I hope Chriſt and the Chriſtian Church 


may expect ſo much from the Pious Zeal 


of our Biſhops, that they will not ſuffer 


the Book to go uncenſured, but will at 
their Viſitations publickly condemn it's 


Doctrines, and give a ſtrickt charge to 


their Clergy to drive this Wolf in Sheep' 8 


Cloathing from among their reſpective 


Flocks. While the falſe Friends of Re- 


ligion ſhew ſo much Art and Induſtry to 


deſtroy it, ſhall it's true Friends ſhew no 


Zeal in it's defence, but ſtand by with a 
cool prudental Indifference, and calmly 


ſee it's Ruin? Shall our Religion have 


many cunning and vigilant Oppoſers, and 


none but luke-warm and inactive Afr. 
ters? Shall it be thought Enthuſiaſm or 


a 


Body, with a juſt zcal for Religion; orif 
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« Breach: of Chriſtith. Charity, to ſtand | 
up in defence of Chriſtianity? Open E- 
nemies the Church of Chriſt may boldly 


Defy. Againſt ſuchitcan appoſe Reason 


enough to overthrow all their Forces. 


Butcovert Enemies and pretended Friends 


are to be ſought out, and treated in ano- 
ther manner. They ſhou d be draggd 
from their dark Corners and expoſed to 


the Light, that they may be proved by 


the Licht, and When it is found by Ex- 
amination that they have been dealing in 


works of Darkneſs, they ſhoud be put 


to open Shame, and kept at a proper Diſs 
tance, to prevent Infection; at leaſt, till 


by a thorough Quarantine, they have 


purg d themſelves of thoſe peſtilent Prin- 
eiples, that make e Ts | 
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